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AFRICA. 



Report from Goree- Dakar ^ French Ivory Coast — Yello'w fever — Unsan- 
itary conditions. 

Consul Strickland reports, June 10, as follows: 

On the 31st ultimo an engineer of the waterworks at Dakar died of 
a malady which was officiallj' declared hj the physicians, both civil 
and military, to be yellow fever. 

This event, considering what happened here in 1900, and the large 
number of Europeans now in the colony, quite a proportion of them 
being women and children, caused great consternation. The impulse 
has been to get away, and the steamers which have sailed for Europe 
since the case of yellow fever was reported have been crowded. But 
as there has been no other fully declared case since the first of this 
month, the people are becoming somewhat reassured, although not 
free from apprehension. It is realized that the case has occurred very 
early, and that the whole of the alwaj's dreaded rainy season lies in the 
future. It is safe to say that in any event all who can conveniently 
get away from hez'e will leave before the middle of 3\Ay. 

The authorities here, from the governor-general down, warned by 
the dreadful disasters of 1900, are and have been using the most ener- 
getic means to prevent an epidemic. The house where the patient died 
has been burned and his effects have been destroyed, the government 
assuming the loss. His family has been isolated and all suspicious 
cases of sickness have been closely watched. The principal physician 
in Goree came to me j^esterday and bought for use in the hospital two 
immense woven-wire cages, one of which I have slept in, while the 
other has inclosed my table and the book shelves where I do my writ- 
ing. The largest cage is capable of accommodating two single beds, a 
chair, and a table, while the smallest cage will accommodate one bed, 
a chair, and a table. It is intended that if cases of yellow fever occur 
the patients shall be kept in these cages to prevent them from being 
bitten by mosquitoes and so infecting others. I am having the cages 
mounted in the hospital to-day, but hope there will be no use for them 
except to keep patients not sick with yellow fever from being dis- 
turbed by mosquitoes. 1 have slept in such cages ever since 1877, and 
have avoided much suffering by doing so and probably escaped a great 
deal of sickness on account of being able to sleep soundly in the hottest 
weather. 

One of the suburbs of Dakar has been frightfully insanitary until 
lately, but sewers are now being laid in Dakar and there is a prospect 
that things will be better there soon. Things are undergoing a trans- 
formation in this vicinity, and when the projected improvements are 
all completed Dakar will, I think, be a healthy place. 
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